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The study of Kura-Araxes setflements in
Naxcivan is significant for the establishment
of the chronology of the Eneoclithic and Early
Bronze Age in the Caucasus and Greater Near
East. Specifically, excavations at Kiiltepe 1i have
indicated the important place and role this re-
gion played duaring this period in the southern
Caucasus. EBA seftlements in Naxgivan include
the muiti-period sites Kiiltepe | and I, Shahtaxti,
Ovgulartepesl, as well as the singie-period
sites of Maxta | and ASag). Naxgivan's posi-
tion between the steppes of Inner Asia and the
Mear East mekes it a focal point for studies of
eccnomic and cultural exchange between pas-
toralists and sedentary society from the fifth to
second miliennia BC. The banks of Naxgivan's
rivers (the Araxes, and its tributaries the Arpa-
cay, Gilangay, Naxgivancay, and Caxrigay) were
probably densely populated during the Early
Bronze Age. The excavations and surveys that
have been carrded cut in Naxgivan have helped
to define local Kura-Araxes culture and have
established #ts close connection with that well-
known in neighboring countries. In 2008, joint
Azerbaijani-American excavations at Kiltepe #
and Maxta sought to refine the chronology of
the Early Bronze Age In Naxgivan by studying
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changes in material culture, particularly archi-
tecture and ceramics, and linking them to an
absolute chronology defined by high-resolution
C-14 dates.

& The elevation of Kiiltepe il iz 965 m above sea
level, while its coordinates are 38°.18"13,03" N
and 45°.26"49,14 E. It is located along the Caxn
river 12 km north of Naxgivan city, near the vil-
lages of Yuxari, Uzunob and Didivar in Babek
rayon. Kitltepe Il is approximately 4-5 km north
of Kiiltepe L.

Work at Kiltepe B began by creating a fop-
ographic plan of this 10 ha site and collecting
material from the surface fo estimate setffement
extent during the Early Bronze Age. In addition,
we cleaned and re-excavated mud-brick walls
of round houses that had originally been uncov-
ered in 1986. This allowed us to establish that
the mudbricks used to build these houses were
20 x 40 x 10 cm. The focus of our work at Kii-
tepe # was the excavation of & 1.5 X 1.5 meter
french along the eastern baulk of the old exca-
vation area. We encountered culfural deposits
in this sounding to a depth of 8.8 m and were
able to delineate 44 stratigraphic layers, based
on differences in color, consistency and building
remains.’

B The layers contained pottery sherds, mudbrick
debris, ash, animat bones, hearths, andirons and
other material. As part of our sampling strategy.
10-20 liters of scil from each occupation layer
was floated in order to retrieve paleobotanical
samples and micro-archaeological material. The
upper levels contained no built architeciure, per-
haps due to differential rates of destruction. In
the lower levels, however, we found fragmentary
remaing of round housses, built around portable
hearths. Thick ash layers and other indications
of burning were aiso found in these lower levels,
All of the excavated layers belong to the Kura-
Araxes period.

B Maxta | is located 803 meters above sea level
and has the coordinates 398%35°23,61" N and
44°56"21,95 E, This EBA settiement is located
2 kilometers from the Araxes. It is a low mound,
only rising 1.5-2 m above the surrounding plain
and is sifuated to the west of the village of the
same name in Sharur rayon. Although the mound
itself on measures 0.78 ha, EBA material can be
found over an area of 3 ha. The first archaso-
logical excavations at Maxta were carried out in
1988 by the Naxgivan archaeolegical expedition.
In recent years, bulldozer activity has damaged
much of the site, creating a cut through the cen-
ter of the mound. When we arrived in 2008, we
saw that this section confained clear evidence
of superimposed structures and floors, while
objects including whole vessels, nearly-com-
plete portable andirons and large quantities of
animal bones and pottery sherds had been scat-
tered over the site by the bulidozer, As a result of
this, we decided to ¢lean the section and putin a
small salvage excavation.

B We encountered architectural remains from in
occupation levels 11-18. In these layers, we discov-
ered multiple rounded pisé walls, ca. 70 cm thick
and preserved o a height of 10-15 om assock-
ated with hearths, andirons, and other domestic
material. At 2.6 m, we hit ground water and were
unable fo continue the excavation—although
there is no reason to believe that we are close o
sterile soil. Associated with this round houses we
found fwo basalt grinding stones and large quan-
tities of pottery sherds. Closed pots predominate,

but there are aiso the remains of large pots or
vats and cups. The vessals were grayish-black
and were sometimes decorated with a series
of indentations and incising. The animal bones
belonged to many different animais and were all
unworked, with the exception of two homns upon
which concenfric eircles had been incised,

B Despite decades of investigations of the Kura-
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Araxes, the most wide-spread material cultural
phenomenon known in the Near East before the
rise of Istam, extending from the North Cauca-
sus to Syria-Palestine, we still know litfle about
this phenomenon. Perhaps the most important
questions have {o do with the chronology of this
culture, the area of its appearance and its earli-
est dissemination.

Based on similar remains from Geoytepe
near Urmia, and Karaz near Erzurum, lessen
hypothesized that this culture could be dated to
the third millennium BC (2800-2100 BC: Mes-
ceH 1965, 16). Kushnareva and Chubinishvili
proposed a date of 3000-2000 BC (KywHapesa/
UyBurmienmg 1970, 179), white lsmayiov sug-
gested 3200-2300 BC {Moemannos 1883, 31-32).
Recent studies have led some ressarchers to
propose that the earliest stages occurred dur-
ing the fourth millennium BC (Kywrapesa 1993,
KaeTapanse 1983).

B The radiccarbon dates from Kiiltepe |l and
Maxia can aliow us o revise this chronology.
The latest date we retrieved came from carbon-
ized bread wheat seeds from a fire-pit in the sec-
ond oecupation layer, and provided a calibrated
date of 2561-2346 BC at two standard devia-
tions. The earliest C-14 sample, from iayer 43, of
carbonized grain retrieved from within a portable
hearth, gave us a calibrated date of 3335-3093
BC at two standard deviations. An AM dated
from carbonized barley seeds from the hearth in
the level 13 house at Maxta matches up nicely
with the sarlier Killtepe !t determinate, providing
a calibrated date of 3318-2031 at two standard
deviations. It is important fo take into account the
fact that cultural remains at Maxts were found
below this level, indicating that the lower EBA
tayers at this site probabiy formed during the first
haif of the fourth millennium BC.

Analyzing analogous material from Killtepe
I, Oveulartepesi, and Xalac in Naxgivan makes
it possible to trace the connections between
the precading Eneolithic period and the Early
Bronze Age. On the basis of these materialg, it is
aiso possible to argue for the emergence of the
Kura-Araxes cuiture in Naxgivan during the first
half of the fourth millennium BC.

There is alsc much debate in the literature
about where Kura-Araxes first appeared ang
spread. Thus lessen indicated that the Kura.
Araxes heartland is located in the terriiory of
East Anatolia, South Georgia and Western Ar-
menia (Mecoen 1965), Japardize highlights the
area between the Kura and the Araxes (more
precisely, Kvemo-Kartll, [xanapumse 1964),
Khanzadyan the Armenian upland, Buron-
Brown (1951) Azerbajjan and Georgia, Bumey
(1938) the Elazid region in Turkey, lsmayioy,
Aliev and Narimanov Azerbaijan (Memaunos
1987, 74, Anures 1979, 54: Hapumanos 1965,
51). The recent archaeological excavations car-
ried out at Ovgulartepesi, ASag: Dagarx, Maxta,
Kitltepe [ in Naxgivan, as well as the discover-
ies made at the site of Gerger in the Alamdar
mudflow near Julfa in lran, make it possibie to
advance new hypotheses related to the histor-
cal framework, area or mwvmm_‘mmnm. and early
spread of the Kura-Araxes culfure.

First of ali the great depth of the EBA cultural
layers in Naxgivan attract attention. Thus the
culiural layer belonging 1o this period at Killleps
is 9.5 m thick, Klltepe I, 6.8 m, ASag: Dasarx,
7 m, Maxta, 4.6 m, Karaz, $ m, Yanikiepe, 8
m, Geoylepe, & m, Gerger-Alemdar, 7 m. This
combined with the evidence of ceramic cont-
nuity between the Eneclithic and EBA period in
Naxgivan may indicate that this is the zone of
the early emergence and formation of the Kura-
Araxes culture.

1. Maxta L Architecture

2. Maxta l. Circular building

3. Kultepe I, Straligraphic sounding

4. Kudtepe H, Mudbrick wall

5. Kultepe 1. Coarse vessels found in situ
§. Kuiltepe II. Kura Araxes jar in situ
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B Mayqenne gpesHnX NOCEneHIia Ha TepprTopun
Haxu4eBaHs WIPAET BAXHYIO DONb B COSOAHWA
KPOHOMOMECKOR WKANE! ADEBHUX KyNbTYD 3110-
Xut aHeorwmTa v §ponast Kakasa, VimeHHo necne
MEPEUIHbIX HCCREefoBanui Ha nocenern Kions-
1ene |l CTano BOIMOXHLIM ONPSAENUTL MECTO
W pONL KYPO-APEKCKOR KyNMTYphl 8 WCTODKM
Oxuore Kapkaza. MHOrocnolHeie NamaTHAKK
Haxuuerana Konetene | v i, Baxraxrey, Opuy-
nap TengcK, & Takwe OLHOCROMHLIS NOCEneHns
anoXy pasuel Sponst: Maxra | w i, Awarn Ta-
wapx urpany Bonbiuyio ponb B SKOHOMUHECKUK
1 KYALTYPHBIX CBARAX MEXOY Nnemenamy Nepe-
pHel Aawy v tOwHoro Kaskasa 5-2 ThiC. B0 H.3.
Baccelitbl peryt ApaKke 1 ee nprToKoB Apnadai,
Munigkyal, Haxuuesansvait, Jraxpuual, Oonu
MAQTHO 3ACERGHLI APEBHUMU 3EMNEOSNEYGS-
KO-CKOTOBOOHECKUMYM NAEMeHamMi. Apxeonoru-
THECKUMN WCCNEOOBaHNAMN, NPOBSHSHHBIMKY Ha
Teppuropuy Haxudesaxa, DbiRO YCTAHOBRNREHO
CYUIECTBOBAHME 3[8Ch NOKANLHLIX APXe0nomm-
HECKUX KYNBTYR W NOATBeDWASHS TeCHAR CRSL
MEXULY KYNBTYPAMY 3THX NNEMEH Y CoNpeienb-
HLIMI CTPaHaMK. VgydeHne NaMATHUKOB anoxX#
parHel SpoHabl, a TAKE MaTEPUansHoM Kyfb-
TYDBL, CTPOUTENbHBIX OCOBeHHOCTER 1 cocras-
N6HUE XPOHONOTAYECKOW LKankl NamMATHUKOR
anoxy padHelt GpoHak: Haxudemana, Aonon-

K XpoHonornu Kypo-apakCKu)X NaMaTHUKOB
{no packonkam Kionwrene Il v Maxra | B 2006 rogy)
Benu baxwarnuves, Haxnyesan, Naypen Pucteer, dunagensdvs,

HEHHOW pesynsTaraMy  DagvoyriepoBanHoero
METOAa ABTUPOBKY SBNANOCH OCHOBHOW LENbIO
ncenefosaduiz, nposegentnix 8 2006 ropy Ha
TEPPUTOPUM Haxudesara COBMECTHOR 3Kcne-
nnunell AsepBaiinxara u CLUA. Vconeposahis
Geiny NPOBEASHLI B OCHOBHOM Ha NamaTHUKax
Kionerene || v Maxra |

B Kionsrene i pacnonowed Ha eicote 865 M
HAJ YPOBHEM MODS; KoopausHatel: 380.19713,03°
C 1 480,26"48,14 B. Konwrene 1} Haxoantea 8
12 KM ¥ cesepy 0T ropofa Haxuqesax, sbnuan
cen HOxapw YayuoBa v Auoweap Babexckoro
pationa, na Bepery pexwr xaxpu, B 4-5 kv K ce-
BEPY OT namATHvka KionsTene |.

B Ha namstiuke Konsrene 1l Swino ucenego-
BaHO nocenexue, nnowagso 8 10ra v cHAT ero
Tononnad, Ha yuacrke Bolfiv pacumLieHb! CTeHb
KUAWLE KPYIMIOFO DAAHa, Packenky KOTOPOLD
Briny npoeefeHs: ele B 1986 rogy. Pasmepsl
CHIPUOBBIX KPR, KONOAL30BAHHLIX BO Bpe-
M CTDOUTENRBRCTEE 3TOTO MWIMILE COCTABNSAN
20x40x10 cm. Gns wccnepobanus Dwin soibpasx
yacTox B pasmepe 1,5x1,5 M, BAOHE BOCTOMHOH
fpoBKK CTAPOTC PacKona W PacKonad [o mMarte-
puka. TonuwHa KyNeTYDHOMO CNOA J0cTyrana
6,80 M. 3zeck BRINO fpocnaxeHe 44 cnos, o1-
Nu4aeiliMxca Apyr oT 2byra no UBeTy, no pacno-
NOMEHWD METEPMENBHO-KYFILTYDHBIX OCTATKOR ¢
A0 CTPOUTENBHBIM OCTATKAM.

B xaxnom cnoe obRapy#eHb Kepamuyecive
Yepenku, ChIpUOBbIE KAPNMHY, 30NbHbIE W oCTeC-
NOTHMECKHE OCTEHKY, OUMAKHLIE MECTa, MaHrasL!
¥ Gpyrue MareprankHO-KyneTypHele obpastsl.
Bring npocesno 10-20KF 3eMi 13 KAXE0M Chos
ana pobelk marepuana, Heobxoaumoro AnA
nanecBoTaHUdecky aHanusoe. BeIRc yeTanos-
fIEHC, YTC HNKHIME CHICK CPasHUTENbHO MeHblle
Bhinv NOARSDIHYTE PEIPYLLEHNIO, HEM BEDXHUS.
B HIoKHUX CIIORX USMUKOM COXDaHUMGH KpYITibie
JoMa ¢ MaHranamy BHYTRH. OfHAKG, MMEHHO B
HYDKHIMX CNOsX HabniofanTea CRedsnl CUNBbHOMD
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